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UNCODED Based on the infor in the American press 25X1
. |the test explosion of the hydrogen bomb on rch 19

a8 a very successful experiment which surpassed in its explosilve
power the expectations of the specialists. Judging from the
direct effects and further comsequences of the radioactive ashes,
this new weapon is unbelievably horrible and will bring, in the
case of war, unheard of destruction to enemy territory. Never-
theless, 1t should not be assumed, since the USSR 1is also in
possession of the hydrogen bomb, that this weapon will prevent
Soviet Russia from aggression or that it may be used as a means
for gaining concessions. A weapon will give political superiority
in peace time onli as long as the enemy does not also possess 1t.
Up untll about 1949 when the United States possessed colossal
superiority because of her possession of the gtomic bomb, there
was a possibillity of forcing Russia to make concessions since the
method of comstruction of the bomb was not then known to the USSR,
25X1

The second explosion of the hydrogen bomb on 1 March
1954 which surpassed even the most daring expectations of 1its
US constructers, should, no doubt, be regarded as a colossal
achievement on the part of the United States. One should assume
that even further developments in this field can be expected in
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the near future. It 1s evident that this test was a strong warning
to the USSR, and that im case of further irreconcilable differences
the USSR will be held responsible for starting a war in which such
terrible means of destruction will be used. The fact that news-

of the explosion was released after the unsuccessful Berlin Con-
ference and shortly before the April Conference in Geneva 18 highly
significant. The fact that the USSR 18 also in possession of this
weapon is of great importanmce. Meager information in general,

and especially the complete lack of information concerning Russian
results of hydrogen bomb explosions, permit no obJectlve compari-
son of the achievements of the two countries in this fileld. It
should be assumed, because of the well-known inferiority of the

USSR in the technical-field, that production with respect to develop-
ment, quantity, and quality is certainly considerably inferior to
that of the United States, this event will mosx4
change the attitude of the USSH toward the west in any respect.

This assertion im based on the knowledge of Communist doctrine

which is presented very clearly and without compromise in all classi-
cal works of MARX. The present leaders of the Kremlin are-only .
executors of this doctrine which regards everything that does not
further Communism as hostile This statement 18 confirmed by past
events. The most sultable period in which the USSR could have been
forced to unconditional surrender was prior to 1950, before the

USSR carried out the first explosilon of the atomic bomb.

25X1

little

was known about atomle and hydrogen bombs and what was Krnown was
learned from Western broadeasts. The Communist regime only gave
the explanation that the United States uged this weapon as a kind
of "scarecrow" for propaganda purposes. +' The reactlion to the

news of the latest hydrogem bomb explosion was probably the same
among all groups of the population, No doubt this experiment

made a Wig impression when it was learned what immense destruction
ecould be caused by this unique and horrible weapon. Nevertheless,
because they knew that the USSR also possessed the hydrogen bomb ,
this latest experiment could not have appeared convinelng with
respect to overwhelming US superiorlty 1n this field. The Poles,
from 1945 to about 1950, waited patiently for the West to fight

out the controversies with the USSR. | in 25X
1947, Prime Minister CHURCHILL made a statement that the West had
superiority because 1t possessed the atomic bomb, but that possession
by the USSR within four or five years was foreseen and that then
the settling of controversies obviously would be much more diffi-
¢ult. The Poles, after that statement, waited patiently for deci-
sive action by the United States Unfortunately, they lived to

see that CHURCHTILL's forecast was correect. Untll i1t was confirmed
by the West many Poles did not want to belleve the USSR statement
that she also possessed the atomlc bomb, Later the Poles heard
that the United States possessed the hydrogen bomb and this, to
some extent, raised morale and thelr trust in the unsurpassed
superiority of the United States. At that time there was a popular
slogan repeated among the Poles who came from Lwow, a town lncorpor-
ated into the USSR after 1945. "One hydrogen bomb more, and we
will return at once to Lwow" ("Jeszcze jedna bomba wodorowa 1
Jedziewy jJuz do Lwowa"). Unfortunately, this perlod of exclusive
possession of the hydrogen bomb brought no further developments

in the attitude of the United States toward the USSR. The result

_of this delay was the development of the hydrogen bomb by the

USSR and the announcement of 1ts first explosion 1n Russia 1n
September 1953. °News of this lowered morale in Poland for 1t was
understood that the two countries were equally advanced in this

field, Later, when President Eisenhower suggested peaceful dis- 25X1

- cussion® on the international control of the atomle bomb{““““j
on and 2‘5x1

n Poland, it was regarded as some kind of concess
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8ign of weakmess on the part of the West, especlally since this
Suggestion was made after the USSH her possession 25X1
of the hydrogen bomb. In short| the latest ex-

Plosion of the drogen bomb made no particular impression on 25X1
the Poles. Ehxgnhﬂ?he Poles do not expect the atomic or
hydrogen bomy to be dropped im Poland but believe it

against strategic and economic centers of the USSR, 25X1

The hydrogen bomb explosion by the USSR in 1953,
confirmed by the US, fortified Polish conmviction that develop-
ments in this field were almost on & par, with the exception of
Superlor US technical production; One can assume that this is the
Prevailing opinion of all groups ln Poland. Before the announcement
of the explosion of the hydrogen bomb by the USSR, Communist pro-
paganda questioned the posgibility of construction of the hydrogen
bomb in general and especlally by the US for a long time. 'This
wag especlally stressed at various PZPR meetings. ‘The first
explosion of the hydrogen bomb by the US was called a propaganda
trick. For this reason, the first explosiom by the Soviets wag,
no doubt, exploited to the fullest in order to erase from the ,
memory of the people former Russian inferiority in this field.
Taking into consideration the general aims of the Communists,
based on uncompromising Communist doctrine, in addiftion to the fact
that the USSR is in possession of the hydfogen bomb, the Poles
wWill not link the latest US puccess with the hope of regaining
- theilr freedom. The recently published statements of the effect

.of the bomb permit one %o visuallize how horrible the future and,
unfortunately, unavoidable war wlll be. 1In this comnection the
political events which have arcused the greatest interest in
Poland are as follows: ‘

a. CHURCHILL's mpeech (1946-LT) which stated that the military
- Buperlority of the West derived from Western possession of
the atomic bomb, Unfortunately, this is no longer true,

b. The statement of President EISENHOWER (April 1953) which con-
tained strong suggestions for peace was linked by the Poles
with the possibility of an ultimatum to the USSR. This hope,
unfortunately, vanished very gulekly. The explosion of the
8oviet hydrogen bomb certainly deprived the Poles of all
remaining optimistic hopes. This news was certainly used by
the Communist propagandists in Poland for a long time. The
dejJection of the Poles deepened when results of the Berlin
Conference were known.-

In light of these two statements, followed with speclal interest
by all Poles, one can deduct that those excellent achlevements or
the recent hydrogen: bomb explosion were regarded only as an inbter-
esting technical experiment. The bomb is probably regarded as the
main weapon to be used inm fubure wars, but the Poles will consider
that no change in International policy which would bring liberation
to Poland wlll result from this event, Only a small minority of
Poles, mostly of the Intelligentsia (called "incorrigible optimists"
by the majority), will try to ratiomalize this 1into a favorable
event. One cam assume that a part of the intelligentsia will wait
to form a final oplnion until after the Geneva Conference,

SECRET

Approved For Release 2009/06/17 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000300300018-6



